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Runoff from Outdoor Surface Washing and Vehicle or        
Equipment Washing Pollutes Our Water   

  
Did you know….most cities in California have two separate drainage systems—
one for sewage (from sinks, tubs, toilets,) and one for storm water (rain).  Any 
material spilled, dumped, or washed into the street or storm drain ends up 
in the San Diego River, without treatment. 
 
The City of Santee has adopted the Stormwater Management and Discharge 
Control Ordinance Section 13.42, which regulates the discharge of pollutants to 
the storm drain and storm water conveyance system.   
 
Pollutants typically associated with washing activities include detergents,      
sediment, grease, oil, food waste, and trash.  As a property owner, you are    
legally responsible for ensuring that stormwater pollutants are properly        
managed. 

 
BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMPS) 
BMPs are practical and cost effective approaches to day to day activities that 
reduce, control, and prevent water pollution.  
 
The following BMPs are REQUIRED for all outdoor washing activities  
including but not limited to vehicle or equipment maintenance, power washing 
driveways, sidewalks, parking lots, buildings, and window washing.  
 

1. Minimize water use and use dry cleaning methods whenever feasible. 
2. Whenever water is used outdoors, block all storm drain inlets.  
3. If possible, direct divert runoff to a vegetated area where water can  
 absorb into the ground. 
4. Set up a containment area to contain all wash water onsite for disposal to 

the sanitary sewer. Use a ‘wet-vac’ to remove the water. 
5. Towel dry area to remove any residues. 
6. Always clean any oil / auto fluid spills using ‘dry’ cleaning methods, not 

water (use absorbent, rags, bucket and scrub brush, towel).   
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For Further information on water quality and preventing pollution, visit 
www.santeeh2o.org 

TO REPORT STORM WATER POLLUTION CALL 888-846-0800.  


